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Crediting Sources
When you use material from another writer you must document your
source. One method is to use parenthetical documentation, where you 
list the source in parentheses after the paraphrased, summarized, or quoted
material. Remember that it is not necessary to credit information that is
mentioned in several sources or is common knowledge. Follow these
guidelines:

• Work by one author—Put the author’s last name and the page
reference in parentheses: (Gehret 90). If the author’s name 
is mentioned in the sentence, put only the page reference in
parentheses: (90).

• Work by more than one author—Put the authors’ last names and
the page reference in parentheses: (Hor and Weisberg 81). If a source
has more than three authors, give the first author’s last name followed
by et al. and the page reference: (Weisberg et al. 97).

• Work with no author listed—Give the title or a shortened version 
of the title and the page reference. For example “Suffrage and Beyond”
could be shortened to (“Suffrage” 12).

• One of two or more works by the same author—Give the author’s
last name, the title or a shortened version of the title, and the page
reference: (Gehret, 43).

• Two or more works cited at the same place—Use a semicolon 
to separate the entries: (Weisberg 82; “Suffrage” 14).

According to Gehret, when Susan B. Anthony discovered 

women’s suffrage, she threw herself into the movement without

reservation. “Her life had found a focus” (92). Many thought 

Susan B. Anthony seemed reluctant to speak in public, often 

because of characteristics such as her flat, monotone voice 

and down-turned mouth (“Suffrage” 33).
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